Rising 6th, 7th, and 8th
Summer Reading Requirements 2026-2027

Goal: Read 15 hours this summer and log your reading on the form provided. Bring this
completed form back to school on Monday, August 10, 2026. This will count as your first quiz
grade for the literature class. Please, at the bottom of the reading log, calculate how many hours
you have read over the summer. This can be used to meet Mrs. Griffin's reading challenge as
well.
What Do | Read?: Read books suggested for your age at the Knox County Library or use the
suggested list from the back of Mrs. Griffin’s summer reading challenge.
Writing Assignment: Character Monologue:
Pick one character from one of the books you read over the summer. Write and be ready to
perform a monologue from this character.
WHAT IS A MONOLOGUE?

e Text presented by a single character
Uses the first person
Can be comedic or dramatic
Must communicate something: inner thoughts, emotions, secrets, the answer to a
question.
You are not retelling the story.
Think about who the listener is
What is the main character trying to communicate?
Make sure to stay in character when giving the monologue; this means how you will
speak, what you will dress like, and what prompts you might need.

e The teacher should be able to tell that you have a good understanding of the character

and plot from the book you read.

e Please see the monologue grading rubric.
Parents: Please encourage your child to read this summer. It is the single best way to improve
their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and overall performance in school. If your child is not
currently a fan of reading, please consider using apps, audiobooks, and/or reading aloud to or
with your child. All of these will help. Reading Log will be one quiz grade, monolgue will be one
quiz grade, and the speech will be the third quiz grade.
Find a Good Book and Enjoy!
Mrs. Mollie Krueger
Middle School Literature
https://www.knoxlib.org
https://www.libbyapp.com



https://www.knoxlib.org
https://www.libbyapp.com

Grading Rubric for Speech: Student Name:

Content
High Average
1 | States the purpose. 5 3
2 | Organizes the content. 5 3
3 | Supports ideas. 5 3
4 | Incorporates stories and examples. 5 3
5§ | Summarizes the main idea(s). 5 3
Delivery
High Average
6 | Demonstrates awareness of listener's needs. 5 3
- Speaks clearly with appropriate vocabulary and 5 3
information.
8 | Uses tone, speed, and volume as tools. 5 3
Demanstrates complexity of vocabulary and
9 5 3
thought.
10 | Appears comfortable with audience. 5 3
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Monologue Rubric Points: /100 Quiz Grade Name
CRITERIA EXCELLENT VERY GOOD GOOD FAIR POOR
6 5.5 5 4 2
Introduction | Introduction is clear | Introduction is Introduction is Introduction is There is no
and confident and either missing one missing one or missing two or introduction.

contains all of the required more of the more of the
required elements elements or lacked required required
(your name, play some confidence elements and elements and
title, playwright). or clarity. lacked some lacked
confidence or confidence and
clarity. clarity.
Memorization| All lines are All but a few lines Some choppiness Monologue is Monologue is
correct, fluid and are correct and the and some lack of choppy, many line | not
display a monologue is fluid. fluidity, needs errors, needs much | memorized.
command of the more rehearsal. more rehearsal.
monologue.
Characterizati| Strong choices are Good choices are Character is not Limited Character is
on made to create made to create constant and/or characterization- not present.
character fully. character. choices were not breaking of

strong.

character during
the monologue.

Movement | Specific choices are General choices are Some choices are Movement is Very little
made as to how and | made as to how and made as to how choppy and feels movement
when to move based | when to move based and when to move | unmotivated and/or
on the character’s on the character’s but some overall and/or movement that
needs and style of needs and style of unmotivated does not relate to does not relate
the monologue. the monologue. movement as well. | the character or to the character

the style of the or the style of
monologue at all. the monologue
at all.

Diction, Monologue is easy Most of the Most of the Trouble hearing Monologue

Projection to understand and monologue is easy monologue is easy | and understanding | cannot be
and Vocal hear. All words are to hear and to understand but the monologue heard or

Variety clear and loud understand but needs more work from anywhere understood
enough to hear with | needs work on one on two or more of beyond the front of | andis
good vocal variety. of the following the following the theatre and/or | monotone.

(vocal variety, (vocal variety, monologue lacks
projection or projection or any vocal variety.
diction). diction).

Emotion Emotion is Emotion is Emotion is Emotion is not Emotion is
believable and believable and somewhat motivated and does | missing.
matches the mostly matches two believable and not match
character, play and of the three mostly matches character, play or
style. (character, play and one of the three style.

style). (character, play
and style).

Tempo Tempo and rhythm | Tempo and rhythm | Tempo and Tempo is too fast Tempo is so fast
and are appropriate for are good, some build | rhythm are good, or too slow and or so slow that
Rhyth the monologue and but not strong or but no clear build. there is no build. it distracts from

m the piece had a clear enough. the monologue.
logical build.

Focal Point
and Focus

The monologue has
a specific and
distinct focal point
that is constant.
Performance is very
focused all the time.

The monologue has a
specific and distinct
focal point that is
somewhat constant.
Performance is
focused most of the
time.

The monologue
has a focal point
that is not clear or
constant.
Performance is
focused some of
the time.

The monologue
lacked a focal
point.
Performance is
focused a small
percentage of the
time.

The

monologue
lacked any focal
point.
Performance is
not focused at
all.







